
13 REASONS TO USE ASTA POWERPROJECT
RATHER THAN MICROSOFT PROJECT FOR
MANAGING CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS
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1 100% designed for construction
2 Easier to use
3 Top quality presentation of project plans 
4 Free Project Viewer – share plans with anyone
5 Import/export into Microsoft® Project
6 Import/export into Primavera®

7 Better protection against delay events
8 Easier to manage trade contractors
9 Construction-specific training courses
10 Schedule more precisely
11 Plan and manage repeated tasks easily
12 Cost-effective licensing
13 Used by 43 of the top 50 UK main contractors 

and many smaller companies 

www.astadev.com/msp
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1 100% DESIGNED FOR CONSTRUCTION

� First released in 1988, Asta Powerproject was the brainchild of Richard 
Ormerod, a Member of the Chartered Institute of Building and holder of a first 
class BSc (Hons) degree in Class Construction Technology.

Development of the software has been driven since then by feedback from 
construction professionals via regular user group meetings.  

� Help desk support is tailored to the needs of construction customers, with 
a dedicated team providing Asta Powerproject support.

� Customise the borders around your plan with
flexible header and footer page surrounds,
including your own logos and references. 

� Show only those parts of the plan that are
relevant by turning different aspects of the bar
chart on and off, e.g. float, critical path,
holidays, links, etc.

� Highlight important information by adding
annotations such as text, pictures, colour
shading and Windows® objects (Excel®

spreadsheets, AutoCAD drawings, etc.).

� Gain total control over printouts: you define
where you want the page to break; what you
see on screen is what ‘is printed’; and there is
no ‘white space’ on printouts. 

2 EASIER TO USE

� Construction-specific project templates are provided with
pre-set reporting codes, calendars, resources, standard
reports etc. so you can get up and running quickly. 

� Draw in tasks quickly and easily using the mouse.

� Perform unlimited ‘undos’, even after a ‘save’ or
‘reschedule’.

Three founders of Asta (l-r)
Richard Pleace, Michael McCullen, Richard Ormerod

Save Asta Powerproject
files in Microsoft

Project format

Communicate plans clearly

4 FREE PROJECT VIEWER – SHARE PLANS WITH ANYONE

� You don’t have to pay anything to look at Asta Powerproject files. The free Asta
Project Viewer enables anyone to open and print Asta Powerproject plans at no cost.

� Use Asta Project Viewer to read Microsoft Project files (MPX and XML formats) and
Primavera files (XER and P3 Batch formats) for free too!

5 IMPORT/EXPORT INTO MICROSOFT® PROJECT

� Excellent data interchange with Microsoft Project – you can use Asta
Powerproject even if your project partners are using Microsoft Project:
- Export your project data from Asta Powerproject in 

Microsoft Project format.
- Import Microsoft Project files into Asta Powerproject.

� Microsoft Project file formats supported are XML (compatible with
Microsoft Project 2000 and up) and MPX (compatible with Microsoft
Project 1998).

TOP QUALITY PRESENTATION OF PROJECT PLANS

“Asta Powerproject is
very powerful but also 

very easy to use.”Phil Solomon, 
Planning Operations Director, Mace
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� Highlight the work of different trade contractors with
colour codes. The colour codes are shown as a
legend on the output and allow specific task lists for
each subcontractor to be created quickly. 

� Trade contractors do not need Asta Powerproject to
read their task lists – you can email them the Asta
Powerproject file which they can open using the free
Asta Project Viewer.

� Ask trade contractors to update the plan in either
Asta Powerproject or Asta Easyplan, the entry-level
sister product.  You can then automatically update
their changes in your main Asta Powerproject plan
without any data re-entry.

BETTER PROTECTION AGAINST DELAY EVENTS

� Progress in each Progress Period is displayed in a separate colour. 
You decide the lengths of the Progress Periods: weeks, months etc.

� Information on how much progress was recorded in a specific 
Progress Period is kept, even when the task is completed.

� Create an unlimited number of baselines as a ‘snapshot’ of the 
project, so you can compare the evolving plan against an 
original version. 

� The baselines are a copy of the whole project and not just key 
data, so changes to calendar working time can be demonstrated 
and not lost.

Progress in each Progress Period is
displayed in a separate colour

The Asta training centre

Order free comparison demo
CD at: www.astadev.com/msp 

EASIER TO MANAGE TRADE CONTRACTORS

9 CONSTRUCTION-SPECIFIC TRAINING COURSES

� Training courses are designed specifically for the construction industry, with practical
examples for main contractors, trade contractors, housebuilders, technical
consultants etc.

� A wide range of courses are available to suit all users, from beginners to advanced
users, including specific courses for housebuilders.

� Choose to attend either open courses or bespoke courses.  Open courses are
delivered at the Asta training centre in Thame, Oxfordshire, and at regional training
centres around the country.  Bespoke courses are delivered at your own premises.

6 IMPORT/EXPORT INTO PRIMAVERA®

� Excellent data interchange with Primavera:
- Export your project data from Asta Powerproject in Primavera format.
- Import Primavera files into Asta Powerproject.

� Use Asta Powerproject even when the master program is held in
Primavera – simply save the project in Primavera format before sharing.

� Primavera file formats supported are XER (compatible with P3e versions 
3.1, 4.1, P5 and P6) and P3 Batch (compatible with P3).

Save Asta 
Powerproject files in

Primavera format

Produce schedules for individual contractors quickly and easily




